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All In The Same Boat — Part 1-A Willingness to Welcome

In the collision of activity and emotion
that characterizes moving seasons, | am pack-
ing up my life and belongings in two states,
saying goodbye to a people on the prairie with
whom | have made a faith home for two years,
and getting very ready to settle at Bethlehem
and in Ann Arbor. Itis indeed a busy time. As
my boxes stack up, | find myself pausing in
front of a beautiful woodcut print on my wall.
The artist lives in lowa now but began his ca-
reer as a sign painter in northern Michigan.
The print depicts a peaceful night filled with
stars and a huge rising moon. There is a boat
rocking gently on the water. In the boat are a
white cat, a blue bird, and a brown dog. The
dog glances overboard at a large gray fish. The
artist has printed beneath this scene: “All In
The Same Boat.”

Like the different creatures in my print,
we are all in the same boat. In this newsletter
and in the three to follow, | am going to reflect
briefly on how it is that you and | are in the
same boat together through four themes.
These themes will be the beginnings of our
conversation about the faith community we

now share. The August theme is our willing-
ness to welcome.

You and | are starting to welcome one
another into our lives. It will take us a bit of
time to get used to each other. There will be
names, many names for me to learn; stories for
us to tell; fears, dreams, decisions, and ques-
tions for us to utter. At a time like this, we do
well to remember the amazing welcome that
Jesus extended over and over again. His wel-
come was always flowing outside old bounda-
ries. At a time like this, we are wise to recall
that there is a single Greek word for host and
guest. Both you and | are called to welcome
and to receive welcome, to be host and to be
guest. As a welcoming people, we are commit-
ted to space that is safe, sustaining, and open
to surprise.

| want to thank everyone who has par-
ticipated in so many ways to prepare for my
arrival at the end of July. All the work around
the office, at the parsonage, and in meetings
that will ease my transition is appreciated and
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Same Boat (Continued on Page 2)

is a tangible welcome. And | am sure | am go-
ing to need all kinds of help when | come to
Ann Arbor too. | look forward to getting a rou-
tine established and a home settled so that |
may begin to welcome you in return. | espe-
cially want to express my gratitude to the
search committee and their families and to Ron
Cook for their many labors of love during the
interim time.

As the Spirit has led us to one another,
may we be willing to be God’'s welcome both
within and beyond the walls of Bethlehem. |
look forward to seeing you soon.

Martha
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Save The
Time and Date

Martha Brunell’s installation
will be on Sunday,
October 10 at 2 p.m.
Mark your calendars now
and plan to be there. It will
be a festive afternoon of
celebration.
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Pastoral Care

Greetings, Friends.

| have been thinking of Willis Haviland
Carrier recently, and blessing his memory. He is
the person who invented air conditioning in
1902. As we deal with the extremely warm
summer, friends ask what we did before every-
thing was air conditioned. Were we tougher
then? | am not sure of the answer, but keeping
cool has become a priority.

Caring for others includes caring for
physical needs. Neighbors watch out for other
people in the neighborhood when they go out
of town. Recently | have seen several examples
of neighbors who are really cool, and willing to
share this. Inviting a neighbor to join you as
you enjoy the creativity of Carrier, or internally
applying ice cream or lemonade, would be a
wonderful way to share your faith. As St. Fran-
cis said, "Preach the gospel always; if necessary
use words."

Blessings as you walk your faith journey,
Marcia

Food Garherers

has a collection bin in located in the
Landing Place for
non-perishable food.

2010
Next Visitor

BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

423 S. Fourth Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

Deadline ~ August 12
Available ~ August 20

Phone 734-665-6149

Fax 734-665-3399

www.bethlehem-ucc.org
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Important Datesto Remember

August 1

Outreach Opportunity
at Delonis Center

(See board outside the office
for more information)

Plan on welcoming
Rev. Martha Brunell
to Bethlehem Church on
Sunday, August 8 at both the
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. services.

August 8

Ice Cream Social
Fellowship Hall ~11:15 am.

P

August 16
2011 Calendar Planning "\ -~
Meeting ~ 7:00 p.m.

A representative from EACH group in the
church will gather to put their activities on
the 2011 church calendar.

August 18 & 19
Bazaar Bakers

Seeinsert in this newsdletter for times
for preparation and baking.

Volume 53, Issue 7 Page 3



Christian Education Commission Updates

*Aussie Night

Family Fun and Fellowship night was celebrated June 30. This combination of VBS and a Fellowship
evening focused on Jesus is the Life of the Land with a Down Under Aussie theme. Food was
shared, with Fellowship’s Jan Eadie in charge of beverages and hot dogs. After dinner Pastor Ron
Cook showed pictures of Australia and sang with first the younger members, and then the adults.
While the adult portion was going on, Customs Officer Gary Kade

stamped visas as the youth traveled through varying activities and

craft projects. Many thanks to all who contributed time, food, re-

sources, and effort. A good time was had by all.

*Summer Sunday School

Summer Sunday School thanks those folks who have stepped forward to nurture our youngest
members. There is still one Sunday open on the list outside the office for anyone who wants to step
forward and fill the slot. There is a focal Bible verse, and a story and activity accompanies the les-
son. Those who have taught have enjoyed a fun time with our youth.

*Changing Our Look

Our Sunday School is updating. The new tables we ordered have arrived, as well as new storage
units for the art room. Thanks to Jim and Sallie Staedel for their time and energy assembling.
Thanks to Pastor Cook and Jim for hauling and moving out with the old and in with the new. The
Upper Room has new chairs as well. Many thanks to all who have contributed to Memorials and Gifts
over the years. That generosity allowed these updates.

*Fall Curriculum

Christian Education has chosen to use Cornerstones as the basis of their curriculum for the 2010-
2011 Sunday school year. The theme of the year is Quest for Identity. We will be learning about
Jacob and Esau and Joseph in the fall. The program offers many choices and ways to deliver the
lessons. It also offers opportunities for members to share their gifts in Sunday school, thus allowing
our children to get to know more of the adults of the congregation. We are really excited about our
fall program.
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