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Ashes & Dreary Faces

Lent is not the most popular season of
the Christian year in our modern “pursuit of
happiness” world. We want up-beat, bright, and
bubbly worship matching our busy, bustling,
and blustering lives.

We don’t want down times - we want
lives filled with positive thinking and forward
movement. “Every day, in every way, I'm get-
ting better and better” as the mantra coined by
the French psychologist Emile Coué says. If we
just keep saying it, it will be so! Self-help relig-
ion and psychology is the major philosophy of
this culture. Paradoxically emotional difficulties
and the need for counseling keep increasing.

The Rev. Canon Heidi E. Kinner wrote in
Lent 2006, using the example from one of my
favorite films in the Pink Panther series:

"Every day in every way, I'm getting better and
better."

‘So says Chief Inspector Dreyfus, the long-
suffering and lunatic boss of Inspector
Clouseau, to his psychiatrist, in the opening of
one of the Pink Panther movies.

Unfortunately for Dreyfus, his delusion of self-
improvement lasts only until he sees Clouseau

again. As the opening scene fades into the title
page, we see Dreyfus alternately mumbling,
"every day and in every way I'm getting better
and better" and shouting "I'll kill you" as he
chases Clouseau across the hospital grounds.
Clouseau had exposed Dreyfus’ "better and bet-
ter” for what it was — a delusional, carefully
constructed mask of self-sufficiency. A delusion
of self-sufficiency that convinced the world. A
delusion of self-sufficiency that convinced Drey-
fus’ doctors. A delusion of self-sufficiency that
even convinced Dreyfus himself. A delusion of
self-improvement that hid Dreyfus’ inner sinful,
angry, and lunatic nature - a nature unchanged
by Dreyfus’ attempts to improve himself.
Like many comedies, the Pink Panther offers
cutting commentary on the human condition.’
Like Dreyfus we can hold fast to our de-
lusion of self improvement; we can believe that
we are self-made and self-corrected people,
failing to look at the reality of our lives. But, as
the Scripture says: “If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
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Ashes (Continued from Page 1)

inus.” (1 John 1 : 8) And then comes the real
source of change for us: “If we confess our
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (1 John 1:9)

And finally we read what we then be-
come: “See what love the Father has given us,

that we should be called children of God; and
that is what we are.” (1 John 3 : 1)

So we are not self-help people, but God-
in-Jesus-Christ-has-helped-us people. That's
why the down time of Lent is a good discipline -
it gives us space to get that, and ourselves,
straight.

Ron Cook.

Good Friday Vigil An Open Invitation . . .

. . . to participate on Friday, April 2nd. Set
aside just 1 hour in silence to reflect on
Christ’s suffering. Jesus asked “Could you
not stay awake with me one hour?” The vigil
will be held in the chapel. Devotional materi-
als will be provided. Last year over thirty
people took advantage of this meaningful ac-
tivity. Invite your friends.

A sign up sheet will be outside the
church office. You may sign up for 1 hour in-
crements between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Good
Friday. More details regarding the vigil will
be sent to those who sign up.

Questions may be directed to Har-
riette Ehnis at 734-426-8686.

. stay awake withme” ... | |

(Matthew 26:36-45)

Thank Youl

On January 20, Food Gatherers collected
140 pounds of non-perishable food from
Bethlehem Church!

Keep Up the Good Work.

2010
Next Visitor

BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

423 s. Fourth Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

Deadline ~ March 11
Mail ~ March 19

Phone 734-665-6149

Fax 734-665-3399

www.bethlehem-ucc.org
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March 3
Crafting Bee ~ 4:00 p.m.

March 6
Saturday Worship ~ 5:15 p.m.

March 14
Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 17

Book Discussion ~ 6:00 p.m.

March 18

LifeLine Screening

March 20

Pretzel Baking ~ 10:00 a.m.

March 20

Taize Service ~ 5:15 p.m.

March 22—28

Men’s Shelter Program

March 27
Chili Cookoff ~ 5:00 p.m.
Variety Show ~ 6:30 p.m.

March 28
Palm Sunday

Lenten Study

Monday 10:00 a.m. March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. March 2
March 9
March 16
March 23

Wednesday 7:00 p.m. March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24

Sunday 5:00 p.m. March 7
March 14
March 21
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The Holy Rollers Have Been Busy!

The Holy Rollers would like to thank you for your support by buying the pretzel that we make

each month. We began this project in September, 2006. Under the leadership of Patty Lambarth
we have been making and baking pretzels to sell to you, your family and friends for over three
years. We are grateful for your support and want to share with you how we have chosen to use the
money that has been raised. As of the beginning of February we have raised a total of $9,147.

We have given to Bethlehem in the following ways:

Organ Fund

5™ Ave Entry Door Fund

Radio Fund to sponsor a broadcast
Flat Roof Fund

Restore the Door Fund for the 4" Ave Doors

Lake Bethlehem Fund
New Choir Stolls

$2,961.45
$1,041.00
$ 230.00
$1,000.00
$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$ 750.10

We welcome anyone who would like to join us. The Saturday date is March 20™. We do this
on Saturday morning before selling them on Sunday. And, if you did not know already, you can
‘pre-order’ your pretzels by calling the church office to place your order.

A‘ The Bethlehem Holy Rollers

Our sincere thanks for your continued support.

Pastoral Search Committee Update

As of February 10 we have received and
reviewed over 50 profiles from individuals inter-
ested in our open senior pastor position. We
are continuing to accept and review profiles.
Ten individuals have been contacted to pursue
a video conference interview by the committee.
The logistics of this endeavor are truly amazing.
These interviews are commencing on February
16.

The search committee is very pleased
with the interest shown in our senior pastor po-
sition by the many applicants. We also appreci-
ate the patience and prayers that our congrega-
tion is affording us. Please continue to pray:

Lord, please continue to guide the mem-

bers of the pastoral search committee. May they
patiently listen and hear what your spirit is saying

in all that they do. Give our church community the
grace and power to follow where you would lead
the way. All this we ask through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Church Library

As part of the renovations that have
been approved for library, we are reducing
the number of books that will be kept inthe
library. We are offering the congregation
the opportunity to take books that will no
longer be required. Please stop into the li-
brary in the next few weeks and pick up
those books you would like to keep for your-
self.
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Bethlehem Outreach Opportunity

(to support the Food Gatherers Community Kitchen)

Once a month, help us cook and serve meals for the Food Gathers Commu-
nity Kitchen at the Delonis Center located at 312 W. Huron Street, Ann Arbor.

Needed: 5 volunteers are needed for the cooking shift from noon to 2:30 p.m.
5 volunteers for serving/cleanup from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m.
When: March 7, April 4 (Easter Sunday), May 2
Please sign up on the board by the church office '

under “Bethlehem Outreach Opportunities.” Any
questions can be directed to Jon Linder at
linder.jonathan@gmail.com or call Jan Burnham

at 734-668-8186.

»&"‘: b/

Happy Times at the Delonis Center by patti maxi

| am coming up on the end of my six-
month commitment to volunteer in the medical
clinic at the Delonis Center on Monday after-
noon. | want to share how grateful I am to
have this opportunity to help the homeless.
First, | have to say | wouldn't be writing this if
it weren't for Florence McKay and her awesome
gift to the community. Second, | can tell you
that I'm not likely to leave now that my six
months are up. | have gotten to know many of
the Delonis clients by name--the staff and the
longtime volunteers all know them by name.
There, they are not the nameless and un-
known, and that has been heartening to see. |
greet patients in the clinic, check their vital
signs, and guide them to an exam room to wait
for the nurse practitioner. After a few months

of working in the clinic, | tried my hand at pre-
paring a Sunday meal; Shelley Regensburg
joined me. Working in the Food Gatherers
kitchen at the Delonis Center was almost as
much fun as working in the clinic!

Don't we all fear the unknown? Please
consider taking a step out of your comfort zone
and join other Bethlehem members who have
found serving at the Delonis Center to be in-
credibly gratifying. These people need our help.
You might be surprised at the diversity of the
population. | believe becoming homeless and
dependent on our neighbors could happen to
anyone. We can give the gift of grace, and we
can't afford not to.

Patti Maki
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Sunshine Circle Health Night

The Sunshine Circle is planning another
health night for members and friends of your
congregation. The topic this year will be Ad-
vance Directives. Since this is a topic appli-
cable to everyone we would like to invite any-
one interested in this subject to join us. In the
past our Health Nights have focused on
women'’s health issues. This year this evening
is open to men and women.

Julie Seitz is an RN and the Director of
Advance Care Planning at St Joe. She will be
joined by Deborah Maitland, RN who is the
Faith Community Nurse at St. Joe. They will
be talking about Advance Directives, Patient
Advocates and the importance of having these
documents and sharing them with your family
and health care providers. How many of us al-
ready have Advance Directives but have not
provided a copy to our doctor and/or hospital?
They will be providing Advance Directive docu-
ments and Julie suggested that if you already
have an advance directive, you are welcome to
bring it with you.

In Michigan, an advance directive lets
you appoint the person you want to speak for
you and make decisions on your behalf when
you are not able to do so. That person is called
your Patient Advocate. An advance directive

also allows you to write down information about

Advance Directive

your beliefs, values = 7 p.m. ~ March 24
and treatment

preferences all of

which can help your patient advocate and
health care providers act on the decisions you
made. Less than 25% of Americans have ex-
pressed their thoughts by completing an ad-
vance directive.

Other thoughts to consider:
Whether or not you have completed an
advance directive:

What do you hope your advance direc-
tive will do for you?

Who should have a copy?

What happens if a copy is not on file at
the hospital?

How often should you review this
document?

Who in my family needs to know my
wishes?

Do you have any religious beliefs that
might influence your preferences
for life-sustaining treatment
choices?

We invite you to join Julie, Deborah and
the Sunshine Circle on Wednesday, March 24™
at 7:00 p.m. for this informative evening.

Good News from Women’s Fellowship vy indy Haab, Treasurer

Women'’s Fellowship would like to share the good news with you about how the money was distributed
from the Fall Luncheon and Sales that took place in November. At our January meeting we decided to

dispense the +$3,500 profit as follows:

We tithed 10% to Food Gatherers on Washtenaw County
We paid off the balance of the Lake Bethlehem Fund loan
We paid to the “Restore the Door” Front Door Fund

We paid to the Bethlehem Radio Fund

And the balance we kept for Women’s Fellowship operations

$357.74
$361.00
$1,000.00
$1,215.63
$463.00

90% of the money raised will be used here at Bethlehem and we tithed 10% for local support.
THANK YOU for all your support of our annual fall event.
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Saturday, March 27
Bethlenhem Church Spring Spectacular

Annual Chili Cook-off ~5:00 p.m.
Chili sign-up islocated by the church office

Y

All Church Variety Show—6:30 p.m. g
Please share your talent and b9

i
222412

pick-up your individual ACT forms from the church office.

An great evening to sharewith Family and Friends

Annual Bethlehem 2422222222222 2 2 2

Tigers Outing ~ July 25 Stroke screening at

Save the date! With this year’s re-tooled Bethlehem Church
Detroit Tigers looking to be as exciting as ever,
you will want to reserve your spots for the an-
nual bus trip to Comerica Park. We have excel-
lent seats reserved for the Sunday, July 25
game against the Toronto Blue Jays, a sched-
uled 1:05 p.m. game. As always, we plan to
leave for Detroit following 10:00 a.m. worship
and have lunch on board the busses on the
way. Exact cost is yet to be determined.

WHO: Life Line Screening
WHEN: Thursday, March 18

It only takes a few minutes

to be sure you are not at risk.
We are encouraging folks to invite

friends and others who might be prospective
Bethlehem members. Early ticket reservations
will be taken through Brian Paton at bapa-
ton@hotmail.com or at 734.254.9024.

Reserve your ticket now!

Pre-registration is required.
Call 1-800-324-1851

P00 000000000000090090

2444444232822 2222 222222 2 4

0000000000000 00
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The confirmation class of
2010 receives study Bibles
as a gift from the Christian
Education Committee.
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